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Summary 
 
Quality improvement is essential in gaining a competitive edge in today's market. 
This paper is an assessment of quality awareness in the manufacturing sector in the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. A survey is conducted in the Eastern Province, a centre of 
the petrochemical industry and other types of industries in the Kingdom. The survey 
includes 87 companies. The use of statistical process control tools and the adoption of 
modern quality control concepts, such as quality circles and total quality management, 
are investigated. Results show an encouraging trend of adopting modern quality 
control technology specially among large companies. This technology is transferred 
mainly through joint ventures with foreign companies. 
 
References: 
1.    ALFARAJ TN, 1992, INT J QUALITY RELIAB, V9, P64 
2.    ANDIJANI A, 1996, INT J PROD ECON, V43, P251 
3.    DALE BG, 1990, MANAGING QUALITY 
4.    FOLLOWELL RF, 1985, QUALITY ASSURANCE, V11, P27 
5.    HAND M, 1992, QUALITY MANAGEMENT H 
6.    JURAN JM, 1988, JURAN PLANNING QUALI 
7.    LASCELLES DM, 1986, P 2 NAT C PROD RES N, P132 
8.    LASCELLES DM, 1992, QUALITY MANAGEMENT H 
9.    MONTGOMERY DC, 1985, INTRO STAT QUALITY 
10.    REVELLE JB, 1988, IND ENG, V2, P36 
 
For pre-prints please write to: abstracts@kfupm.edu.sa 
 
